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Breaking News…

 
The AstraZeneca Science 

Teaching Trust (AZSTT) 

made an award to the 

Climate Change Schools 

Project in 2010-2011 to 

work with 5 primary 

Climate Change Lead 

Schools to enhance the 

scope and engagement of 

Module 1 ‘Climate Change 

Nuts & Bolts’ (Climate 

Change Science), and 

Module 6 ‘Making the 

Most of it!’ (Climate 

Change Adaptation).  The 

project was also to 

develop a brand new 

teacher planning resource 

for a whole-school 

'Climate Change Focus 

Day' using the theme of 

science to inform and 

inspire adaptation action.   

Since January, Diane 

Murray (Broadway East 

First School), Maureen 

Hobbs (Gurney Pease 

Primary) Clare Reeve 

(Sacred Heart Primary) and 

Gemma Nardini (Moorside 

Community Primary) and  

Mandy McLean (Highcliffe 

Primary) have been 

leading the development 

and enhancement of the 

teaching materials 

Contents: Stories from You 
 
Stories from The Grove Primary School, 
Edmondsley Primary School, St Anne’s 
CoE Primary School, Cleves Cross 
Primary School, Hartside Primary 
School, St. Anthony’s Girls’ School, 
Academy 360, Richard Avenue Primary 
School and Bydales Foundation School 
 

 Student’s Corner 
Daniel Glass from The King Edward VI 
School tells us about his role as a 
horticultural student leader, and 
students from St. Anthony’s Girls School 
describe their campaign to improve city 
streets. 

 Most Popular 
This month, we feature resources from  
ARKive, the MET Office and SEEd 
 

 Student Correspondent 
This month, our student correspondent 
Shannon Kerr writes about the effect of 
Climate Change on Biodiversity 
+ APPLY NOW TO BE OUR NEW 
STUDENT CORRESPONDENT 2011-12 
 

 Upcoming Events 
Upcoming events include CABE’s Green 
Day, the National Sustainable Schools 
Conference, the Eco Schools Show and 
Solar Programme, The Journal’s School 
Awards, World Environment Day, World 
Oceans Day, A Global Focus Week 
twilight session for primary schools 
at Tees Valley One World Centre, 
upcoming CCSP CPD sessions and the 
CCSP Celebration Event. 

  

 
How to Contribute 
Please send your copy for the next 
newsletter by Friday 1st July 
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whilst primary teachers in 

South Yorkshire have been 

reviewing the new 

materials.  

 

The teachers have also 

been working with Zoë 

Crompton from the 

National Science Learning 

Centre to further develop 

their leadership and 

coaching skills.  

The project will release 

the new planning 

resources from autumn 

2011 via the Lead Schools 

portal. Teaching around 

difficult topics such as the 

ozone layer and climate 

projections has been 

incorporated more fully 

into the Schemes of Work 

in fun, creative and 

accessible ways for 

primary schools.  Look out 

from Sept. 2011 for film-

clips from each of the 

participating schools 

which capture and share 

their experiences of being 

involved; from engaging 

less able pupils in high-

level climate change 

science, to boosting the 

confidence of staff across 

the schools to tackle 

themes of climate change 

science and adaptation. 

Stories from You 
 

‘School Children Spread the Climate Change Message’ The Grove Primary 

School, Consett (County Durham) 

The Grove Primary School in Consett opened its doors on 19th May in a bid to advise the 

local community about how to take action to adapt to the impacts of climate change. 

The school invited members of the 

community and local schools and businesses 

to attend the event which was being held as 

part of its award-winning 'Adaptation 

Challenge.'  Pupils held a special sun 

protection campaign using UV sun strips that 

change colour to indicate when sun cream 

needs to be applied. They also decorated 

sunhats to protect themselves from projected 

heat waves and rising summer 

temperatures.  Posters, leaflets and magnets 

illustrating the importance of climate change 

adaptation were also produced to inform 

visitors about the kinds of changes that we 

can expect to see in the North East. The 

children also developed a questionnaire, 

which will be used to find out if local 

businesses are prepared for future extreme 

weather. 

 Measures have already been taken to ‘climate proof’ the primary school:  

¶ A community allotment garden has been created, which will grow crops that are 

resistant to both water logging and periods of drought, and pupils will look for 

opportunities to grow new fruit and salad crops which will flourish in the future. 

¶ A rainwater harvesting system is being installed into the outdoor classroom to 

capture excess water in the winter to prepare for less rainfall in spring, summer 

and autumn. 

Teacher Alan Scarr said: ά¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇŜƴ 

afternoon. They enjoyed sharing the lessons they have learned about climate change 

adaptation and working together with the local community to combat the impacts of 

ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦέ 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Climate Change  
Lead Schools Newsletter 

p3 

‘Green Britain Day - Trees are the Answer!’  Rose Fletcher, Geography, RE and Able Children Co-ordinator, 

Edmondsley Primary (County Durham) 

Edmondsley Primary approached ‘Green Britain Day’ on 18th May, themed ‘Trees 

Are the Answer’, with staff taking the opportunity to recall with their children, 

the reasons why we are a ‘green school’. Each class chose two eco pledges to 

work on over the coming term, and these, alongside parent pledges collected at 

home time, were displayed on green footprints, in the school hall. During the day 

each class made hanging baskets to hang around the school and planted tree 

seeds to add to our tree nursery, while discussing the creatures we hoped both 

would attract. All classes made flowers or minibeasts to add to a new tree display 

in the hall, or watched and discussed the Forestry Commission’s ‘Seeds for 

Schools’ resource ‘A Convenient Truth’ DVD, then researched further tree facts. 

Class 3 children conducted a tree survey of our meadow, considering the fact 

that different types of tree provided habitats for different animals. Finally, 

speech bubbles reminding everyone of the role of trees in the battle against 

Climate Change were made and added to the display... nicely in time for our next 

parents meeting. 

Other early summer term eco events at Edmondsley included the arrival of a 

huge pile of well rotted manure in the allotment and the planting of a wide 

variety of vegetable seeds and seedlings, all tended with enthusiasm by children from each class. The reception children 

have enjoyed a visit to Fyndoune Farm and have resumed their Forest Schools activities exploring the nearby woods. 

Meanwhile the newly decked and shaded outside play areas, almost complete now with the recent addition of a 

wonderful story chair, have provided many new possibilities which we are enjoying exploring. 

‘Eddie Energy Saves the World!’ Lynne Sixsmith, Deputy Headteacher, St Anne’s CoE Primary School, 

Bishop Auckland (County Durham) 

 
Key Stage 2 pupils at St. Anne’s were delighted at the outcome of their week’s efforts, when they produced their very 

own animated film entitled ‘Eddie Energy Saves the World’ in conjunction with Glendene Community Arts College. 

The event was organised as a culmination to the term’s focus on energy saving, led by the Planet Protectors eco team 

with the support of the School Carbon Reduction Programme. It began with a competition to write a storyline for the 

film, with a theme based around our adopted hero ‘Eddie Energy’, who is aided by his friend ‘Lucy Light Bulb’ in the 

struggle against their arch rival, ‘Wendy Waster’. 

Under the expert guidance of Gary, one of the Glendene staff, the children each played their part in producing the 

cartoon, by drawing and photographing the characters and scenes.  The film ended with a rendition of a famous hit song 

from Grease, for which Year 6 girls rewrote and performed the lyrics with a ‘green’ theme. 

A fantastic educational experience was had by all and the finished article can be viewed on the school’s website, as a 

reminder of our collective efforts to raise awareness of the need to save energy. 
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‘Green Flag Award’ Carol Hughes, Assistant Headteacher, Cleves Cross Primary School, Ferryhill (County 

Durham) 

Cleves Cross Primary School has been awarded the Eco Schools Green Flag. After 

assessment in April, we held a ceremony to hoist the flag for the first time on 19th 

May. Pupils, parents, governors and representatives from the Local Authority were 

invited to share in the celebrations. The whole school sang two songs, ‘What’s it 

worth, planet earth?’ and ‘It’s our world’. Eco team led the event, explaining some 

of the projects that have contributed to achieving the Green Flag. These include 

reducing energy consumption by more than 10%, running water saving campaigns, 

re-using or recycling most of the waste produced in school, promoting and selling 

Fairtrade products, developing school grounds to include a wildlife area, food 

growing area and hen enclosure, and promoting walking to school throughout the year. The head teacher thanked the 

many people who have supported the school and the sustainability coordinator stressed that the school fully intends to 

continue its work on sustainability. Two members of Eco team who have been involved from the start hoisted the flag, 

accompanied by a trumpet fanfare played by pupils who have trumpet lessons in school.  

 The event was also celebrated with an ‘eco friendly’ cake, baked in school using 

5lbs of Fairtrade sugar, 5 lbs of British flour and 40 eggs laid by the Cleves Cross 

hens! The cake was decorated to look like the Green Flag and all pupils, parents 

and visitors were invited to take a piece at the end of the ceremony. Working 

towards the Green Flag has had a huge impact on the curriculum, community and 

campus of Cleves Cross and we hope to continue our good work in the future. 

 

‘Master Composter’ Joanne Sones, Deputy Headteacher, Hartside Primary School (County Durham) 

 

At Hartside Primary, our Gardening Gang has been busy looking after the 

vegetables in the Key Stage 2 garden. We have planted potatoes, carrots, onions, 

peppers, aubergine, pumpkin, tomatoes and some herbs!  

On Monday 23rd May we were visited by Paula George from Durham County 

Council. She came to help us to learn about how to make good compost and to 

advise us on the best ways to make compost in our school garden. 

Even though we have had a compost bin for a few years we all learned lots about 

what we were doing right and wrong and what we should do to make successful 

compost. Paula helped us to sort items that we can compost and those that we 

cannot. She explained that organic materials can usually be composted.  

After that we sorted the cards into ‘green’ and ‘brown’ items. Paula explained that 

‘green’ things are usually moist such as vegetable and fruit peelings and that 

‘brown’ things are dry such as shredded paper. We could see from sorting that the compost bin needs about 50% green 

and 50% brown items. 
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Nadine: ΨL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴed about what you can 

ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘΦ L ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ŜƎƎ ǎƘŜƭƭǎΩ.  

Adele: ‘I learned that you can even put woolly jumpers in!’ 

Samuel ‘I never thought you could put more than 20 things in a compost 

bin.’  

William and Shay: ‘We learned that a lot more things can go in than you 

think and that some things should just be recycled instead like plastic.’ 

We have now ordered four new compost bins and armed with our very own ‘Master Composters’ we hope to make 

successful compost to use in our school garden! 

 

‘St. Anthony’s Year 9 Tree Planting 2010-11’ Julie Charlton, Sustainability Geology and Environmental 

Science Coordinator, St Anthony’s Girls’ School (Sunderland) 

 

Year 9 pupils have been involved with The Woodland Trust to plant native 

species of trees at Low Burnhall just outside Durham on three occasions during 

this academic year. This has helped in the fight against climate change. It linked 

to two aspects of the curriculum, the study of forest clearance in Amazonia in the 

autumn term and to climate change in the energy topic during the spring. 

 

‘Eco Squad/ Academy 360 Update’ Laura Deacon, Aspiring AST, Academy 360 (Sunderland)  

 

The Eco Squad have been planting vegetables and seeds ready for the growing 
season. They really enjoyed getting their hands dirty! We have received our 
ordered equipment from collecting the Morrison's Let's Grow vouchers which 
will really help us progress further in the future. The Eco Squad are also going to 
be managing our Community Garden which is due to be constructed, after lots of 
planning, at the front of the school in partnership with Gentoo Green. Gentoo 
Green generously donated some wind up penguin shaped torches that went 
down a treat with the Eco Squad! We are just waiting for the wood to be 
delivered and the raised bed to be constructed. 
 

Year 5 and 6 Climate Champions have been learning and completing the CCSP Module 4 unit about energy and they are 
now beginning to plan and launch The Pod activity - 'Switching On to Switching Off' (with a little help from the Eco 
Squad). 
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The Academy has been keeping track of our progress by blogging our achievements on The Pod blog with text, video's 
and photo’s  www.jointhepod.org/Academy-360/blog/default.  Please feel free to leave comments about our progress 
as this would be much appreciated by the pupils. 
 

Mr A. Douglas' from Academy 360 has also reviewed some online eco games:    

¶ Recycle City! There’s a lot to do here - people and places to visit and plenty of ways to explore how the city's 
residents recycle, reduce, and reuse waste. You can create your own Recycle City scavenger hunt or go to the 
Activities area and see other ways you can explore Recycle City. www.epa.gov/recyclecity 

¶ Glasgow Science Centre:  www.glasgowsciencecentre.org/environmentgamesmain.aspx  - Super site with loads 
of environmental information and games for pupils of all ages. 

¶ BBC Climate Change Game: www.bbc.co.uk/sn/hottopics/climatechange/climate_challenge  - The future is in 
your hands! You are president of the European Nations and must tackle global climate change from 2000 to 
2100. (For older pupils). 

‘Energy Dashboard’ Richard Avenue Eco-Warriors, Richard Avenue Primary School (Sunderland) 

 

At Richard Avenue we have been working really hard on reducing 

the amount of energy we waste around our school. In Eco-club we 

have been using the British Gas Energy Dashboard to monitor the 

amount of energy we are using. With this computer software we are 

able to look ‘real time’ at the amount of electricity being used 

around the school. 

We shared this with the whole school in assembly and looked at the 

amount of electricity used when all the lights were turned on. We then 

sent a message to each classroom to turn off all of the lights and 

watched as the energy bar dropped dramatically. This was a great visual 

reminder for both children and staff of what a difference turning off the 

lights can make. It has really made us think about why we waste energy 

and we are challenging everyone in our school to be more energy aware. 

We have made some posters and reminder cards to display around the 

school to reinforce our message.   

Our next step is to monitor our energy use each week in Eco-club and 

report back to the whole school in assembly on a regular basis. We have set a target for our school to reduce our 

electricity use over the next half term and we will do our very best to meet this target. We are encouraging everyone in 

school to take what they have learnt back home with them and always remember to SWITCH OFF! 

  

http://www.epa.gov/recyclecity
http://www.glasgowsciencecentre.org/environmentgamesmain.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sn/hottopics/climatechange/climate_challenge
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‘Bydales Hens’ David Rowling, teacher, Bydales  School, Marske-by-the-Sea (Redcar & Cleveland) 

 We recently received funding from the Ernest Cook Trust to create a hen 

enclosure. We have worked closely with the Tees Valley Wildlife Trust who 

have developed and built the area with help from our students. We currently 

have 6 hens; we held a whole school tutor group competition to name them 

and the winning groups were presented with a certificate and picture of their 

hen. The hens are very popular with both pupils and staff and we have created 

a “Chicken Club” where students learn how to care for the hens, work in the 

enclosure and create games and resources. The hens are used throughout the 

curriculum and provide an excellent opportunity for students to learn outside 

the classroom.  Soon we hope to get an incubator for the Science department and start raising our own chicks as well as 

harvesting the free range eggs for use in Catering lessons.  

Student’s Corner 

‘Horticultural Student Leaders at The King Edward VI School, Morpeth’ - Daniel Glass, Year 11  

In April I thoroughly enjoyed visiting Abbeyfields First School to give a 

presentation on gardening, my work, and that of fellow Year 11 student 

Steven Fox, in our roles as horticultural student leaders at The King Edward 

VI School in Morpeth.  We were delighted to attend after having been invited 

by Newminster Middle School.  

Our presentation was about different varieties of flowers, fruit and 

vegetables, and Steven led an excellent game of guess the flower or 

vegetable. I really enjoy sharing my gardening skills with younger children, 

and I hope to do a lot more in the future. 

‘St Anthony’s saves our city once again!’ Lauren Roberts and Darcy Whyatt, St Anthony’s Girls’ School 

(Sunderland) 

Year 7 students from St Anthony’s Girls’ School are trying to improve the streets 

around the area.  We set up a group and walked around the streets ourselves 

and organized a campaign. We found what was good about the streets and what 

was bad and took photos. We were also looking at encouraging people to walk 

all the way or part of the way to school and finding out what made people feel 

safe.  A youth worker called Clare Garnham helped and guided us through the 

project called Living Streets.  We then invited Councillors for a presentation and 

a walk.  We told them all about the litter and graffiti and how we think they can 

help us to stop it. We also made posters and put them up round the school to 

make people aware.  As well as this we did a presentation to the yr7 and yr8 

assemblies.  The group involved: Lauren Roberts, Darcy Whyatt, Lucy Cassop, Zoe Jones, Laurie Richardson, Rachel 

Tunney, Chloe Bamlet, Jennifer Hamilton, Kaitlin Littlemore and Rebecca Doneghan ( 6th form).  We’ve also written to 

the council about the bins to try to get them to provide more in the streets.  
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Student Correspondent 
 

‘Have salmon had their chips?’ Shannon Kerr, CCSP Student Correspondent 2010-11, The King Edward VI 

School, (Morpeth) 

Many seem to forget that climate change doesn’t just affect humans and our everyday life.  It also 

has a large impact on plants, animals as well as whole ecosystems.  Most people know about how 

polar bears are being affected by the melting of the ice caps, but they aren’t the only ones being 

affected. 

The Atlantic salmon in the Tyne, and other local rivers, will struggle as water temperatures rise.  

Already, we have seen problems in the estuary when high temperatures lead to low oxygen 

conditions, causing some fish to die. 

However, it’s not all doom and gloom.  The North Pennines AONB’s Peatscapes project is helping protect and restore 

thousands of hectares of upland habitat right on our door-step.  This is a vital eco-system that provides us with fresh 

water, reduces flooding and stores millions of tonnes of carbon.  The Region’s Rivers Trusts are also doing great things 

to support salmon by planting trees to increase shade, and improve fish passes so more can get to their breeding 

grounds. 

Climate change will have a dramatic effect on the amazing biodiversity that we hope will be here in the future.  It’s the 

International Day of Biological Diversity on the 22nd of May, so hopefully this point will be strongly raised.  If you want to 

do something, join the World Wildlife Fund, find out what your local Rivers Trust is planning and get involved, and 

persuade at least one Aunt or Uncle that Climate Change is real and that they need to help. 

Opportunity to be our Student Correspondent for 2011-12 
 

In September 2011, Shannon will be heading off to University, leaving us with a vacancy for a new Climate Change 

Schools Project Correspondent. This opportunity is open to your Key Stage 4 pupils and above.  

To be considered, pupils should write a 300 word (max) thought-provoking article on the topic of: World Environment 

Day and Climate Change by Friday 17th June. Entries will be judged by Durham University and members of the Climate 

Change Schools Project Steering Group.  Please send one entry per school to: 

Harriet Thew 

Climate Change Schools Project Officer 

Science Learning Centre North East,  

Durham University 

Front Street, Pity Me, Durham 

DH1 5BZ 

 

Our Climate Change Schools Project Correspondent for 2011- 2012 will be announced at the Climate Change Schools 

Project and ClimateNE Celebration Event on 15th July at Newcastle’s Centre for Life. 
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Most popular: 

ARKive  - www.arkive.org 

Wildlife films and photos are vital weapons in the battle to save the world's 

endangered species from the brink of extinction.  So with the help of the 

world’s best filmmakers, photographers, conservationists and scientists, ARKive 

is creating the ultimate multimedia guide to the world's endangered animals, plants and fungi.  Educate your pupils 

using ARKive’s many thousands of videos, images and fact files in a wide range of science, ICT, art and English projects. 

Use the ARKive multimedia materials to engage your class in key biology topics, such as variation and adaptation, 

habitats or life cycles, or use them as creative inspiration for art & design projects. All photos, video clips and 

authenticated fact files are free and easy to use in your classroom activities and presentations.  Suitable for 7 to 16 year 

olds, ARKive’s free fun-packed teaching resources cover a range of key science and biology subjects including: 

adaptation, food chains, Darwin and natural selection, classification, identification, conservation and biodiversity.  These 

teaching resources include: classroom presentations, activities and handouts, teachers' notes as well as links to ARKive 

species profiles and scrapbooks.  (Please let the CCSP know if you have ARKive feedback by 1
st

 July).  

Weather Observations Website (WOW)   www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate/uk/wow.html  

Using a new site, called WOW — the Weather Observations Website, the Met 
Office is giving all of you the chance to send in observations of weather in your 
area, as they happen. These observations can be ones you’ve recorded on 
specially-designed digital, scientific or wireless weather stations or just by looking 
out of the window or sending in a photo.  It is hoped that the website will 

encourage further growth in the UK's amateur weather observing community, and help educate children about the 
weather and that this will become the UK's largest source of weather observations.  

SEEd  -  www.se-ed.co.uk  

SEEd is a representative umbrella organisation for the Sustainability and Environmental 

Education sector. It is a registered charity that identifies, promotes, enables and supports 

environmental education and Education for Sustainable Development in the UK, seeking to drive 

this forward into the mainstream education system through schools, colleges, universities, 

teachers and their communities. SEEd do this by facilitating wide stakeholder engagement 

processes, promoting shared learning, building capacity and developing cross sector 

partnerships. SEEd has been heavily involved in Sustainable Schools since it began and provides 

an information service for schools, supports regional and local networks and links to the wider 

education sector. They also deliver quality training and online courses, and key events such as the annual National 

Sustainable Schools Conference.  

 

 

 

http://www.arkive.org/
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate/uk/wow.html
http://www.se-ed.co.uk/
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New 'Home' project from the creator of 'Earth from the Air', Yann Arthus-Bertrand.   

 

If you are familiar with the inspirational 'Earth from the air' photography series taken by Yann Arthus-Bertrand, view his 

new film & educational resources for 'Home' which is stunning film that you could use to inspire and engage your pupils 

with global and sustainability issues. To view the trailer, visit: www.homethemovie.org   Yann Arthus Bertrand has also 

made a new set of photos for the 2011 'International Year of the Forests". To download the posters visit, 

www.goodplanet.org/forests/the-posters.html  

 
Upcoming Events 
 

Climate Change Schools Project and ClimateNE Celebration –Friday 15th July 2011, Discovery Museum 

(Newcastle) 

 

We warmly welcome you to celebrate the 

achievements of all of the 2010-11 Climate Change 

Lead Schools at the Discovery Museum in Newcastle 

on Friday 15th July, 2011.  Please come along for 

registration and refreshments at 9 am for a 9.30 am start. The event will run until approximately 3.30 pm.  

The celebration will give all of our Lead Schools the opportunity to share ideas and experiences with each other, and 

also with local businesses and other organisations, as we will be running the event in conjunction with ClimateNE.  

LAST FEW PLACES REMAINING - PLEASE EMAIL harriet.thew@durham.ac.uk TO BOOK YOUR PLACE. 

World Environment Day 5 June: www.unep.org/wed 

 This year's theme is 'Forests - Nature at Your Service'.  

Commemorated on 5th June since 1972, WED is one of the principal 

vehicles through which the UN stimulates worldwide awareness of 

the environment and encourages political attention and action. WED 

is also a day for advocating partnerships among all stakeholders or 

perhaps, even more correctly, among all species living on this one 

planet and sharing a common future.  Make sure to register your event on the WED website!  

Green Day - June 2011:  www.engagingplaces.org.uk/in+your+area/green+day  

CABE’s Green Day initiative supports primary and secondary schools to work more sustainably 

and has cross curricular teaching resources covering a range of exciting activities. Visit their 

website to find out all about Green Day 2011, read about school projects and ideas, and follow 

the links to register your involvement and access some great resources. 

http://www.homethemovie.org/
http://www.goodplanet.org/forests/the-posters.html
mailto:harriet.thew@durham.ac.uk
http://www.unep.org/wed
http://www.engagingplaces.org.uk/in+your+area/green+day
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World Oceans Day 8 June: www.worldoceansday.org 

 On World Oceans Day people around the planet celebrate and honour the 

body of water which links us all, for what it provides humans and what it 

represents. Be a part of this growing global celebration!   

Every year, more people take action to celebrate and protect our planet’s 
ocean, which connects us all. In 2010 alone, over 300 events in 45 countries around the world were held in honour of 
World Oceans Day.  Be a part of this global celebration by participating in or holding an event of your own to raise 
awareness of the ocean. 

 

'Let's Get Creative' – National Sustainable Schools Conference June and July -   www.se-ed.co.uk/NSSC2011  
 
This year's Sustainable Schools Conference focuses on creativity, with workshops led by experts 
in their fields covering: 
• Creative engagement with students  
• Creative use of the outdoors and museums  
• Creative Curriculum  
• Creative with Funding 
• Creatively engaging with your community 
 
The conference also includes a market place of organisations and resources that support 

sustainable schools and local authorities, with presentations and films. 
 
If you cannot make one of these dates you can join an Online Interactive Conference. Take part in facilitated workshops, 
discussions, listen to keynote speakers and get the workshop outputs and presentations from all the countrywide 
events. All conference delegates also have automatic access to this online arena and everyone receives the collated 
resources e-pack after the online conference ends. 
 
Costs: Events £150 early bird (up to May 27th), £175 thereafter (reduced rates for SEEd members and multiple 
attendances from a school); online conference only £75 
 

Eco-Schools Show 22nd June:   www.eco-schools.org.uk/news/index.aspx?ID=153  

The Eco-Schools team are pleased to announce that the 2011 Eco-Schools Show will be held on 

Wednesday the 22nd June at the Bolton Arena, Bolton, and Greater Manchester. This year's show will 

feature a packed programme of exciting activities, highlighting the fantastic work schools are doing 

across the country including:  

¶ Workshops for both pupils and teachers providing practical advice for schools looking to attain and keep the Eco-
Schools Green Flag.   

¶ The Activity Zone where pupils can have a go at a variety of eco activities  

¶ Ask the Experts Area where Eco-Committees can put questions to an expert on a topic of their choice  

¶ An exciting new outside area with sporty and healthy living styled challenges and activities  

http://www.worldoceansday.org/
http://www.se-ed.co.uk/NSSC2011
http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/news/index.aspx?ID=153
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¶ A main stage area featuring a plethora of inspiring, entertaining and informative performances and presentations  

¶ A wide range of exhibitors displaying relevant and exciting information or products for Eco-Schools 

Eco-Schools Solar Programme. 

 

As part of its ongoing drive to help schools improve their eco-performance and environmental education, Eco-Schools 

has arranged for 100 schools to participate in their fantastic new Eco-Schools Solar Programme. 

The programme will provide participating schools with free electricity for use by the school generated by solar panels. 

The programme includes the following features: 

¶ zero installation and maintenance cost  

¶ electricity generated is provided free to the participating school  

¶ a display system showing staff and pupils the power generated and carbon saved  

¶ a free Display Energy Certificate (DEC) for five years, which can cost schools up to £3,000  

¶ an opportunity to link solar power with learning opportunities as part of the Eco-Schools awards  

¶ an opportunity to qualify for a Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) Energy Award by achieving 

reduction in carbon emissions above 10%  

In addition to the direct benefits to schools the programme will offer a greater range of support materials, training and 

other resources to Eco-Schools in England. 

This support will enable more schools to progress through the awards to Green Flag and beyond. 

To apply to take part, go to: www.eco-schools.org.uk/solar-for-schools/apply.aspx 

 

New Ideas for a Success Global Focus Week 9th June - Twilight session for Primary Schools 

16.00 to 18.00 at Tees Valley One World Centre, Middlesbrough 

Cost: £25 including a resource and refreshments.  

A whole school approach to planning a global focus week.  The session will include: 

¶ Themed activities for the week.  

¶ Curriculum planning.  

¶ Introduction of work by a local artist.  

¶ Resources to borrow, hire or buy including themed boxes of artefacts.  

¶ Free copy of "Global Learning through Global Focus Weeks: a Practical Guide’. 

To book a place please contact Cecile Ord on 01642 322216 or towc@towc.org.uk  

  

 

http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/solar-for-schools/apply.aspx
mailto:towc@towc.org.uk
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Enter the North East Journal and Evening Gazette School Awards (especially the Sustainable School Award 
category)  – closing date for applications 6th June 

The Journal & Evening Gazette are proud to launch the School Awards, in 

association with Northumbrian Water, and invite entries from all schools 

in the North East.   

There will be cash prizes and bursaries for the project award winners. 

 

The School Awards are designed to recognise the fantastic achievements 

being made by our schools across the North East. They cover both 

community and curriculum based projects as well as individual excellence, 

and will honour schools, classes and individuals.    

All project award entries must be pupil-led and can be made by submitting any of the following: a scrapbook, DVD, 

video, CD ROM, project book, model, etc along with the entry form.   

Entries do not need to be completed tasks, they can be detailed plans of what the pupils would like to achieve should 

they receive the prize money.  The entries can be completed by pupils who have been involved in the project.  

 

Each award category and the aims and rules of entry for each are explained on the websites: 

www.journallive.co.uk/schoolawards  or www.gazettelive.co.uk/schoolawards 

You can enter online or download an entry form and post to:  
 
ncjMedia Limited, 
Groat Market 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 1ED  
 
The closing date for entries is Monday 6th June 2011 and the awards presentation will take place on Thursday 14th July 

2011  

 

Should you require any further information please contact Jennifer Cook, Event Manager, on 0191 204 3310 or on  

jennifer.cook@ncjmedia.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.journallive.co.uk/schoolawards
http://www.gazettelive.co.uk/schoolawards
mailto:jennifer.cook@ncjmedia.co.uk
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.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ Ψ/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ [ŜŀŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩ ƛƴ нлмм-2012 - closing date Friday 8th July 

From Monday 9th May until Friday 8th July, current Climate Change Lead Schools in North 

East England will have the opportunity to renew their place in the award-winning Climate 

Change Schools Project for 2011-2012.  Any school in the North East - from Nursery to 

College, Special, Public and Private – is eligible to join. 

*Please note that Climate Change Lead Schools renew their place in the CCSP annually ς so 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ*  

The Climate Change Schools Project (CCSP), winner of the inaugural National Climate Week ‘Best Educational Initiative’ 

award, aims to put climate change at the heart of the national curriculum and make schools ‘beacons’ for positive action 

in their local communities.  To-date, 8000 young people aged 5 to 18 years have participated in over 50,000 hours of 

climate change activity. 

 The vision of the CCSP, its ‘Climate Change Lead Schools’ network, receives: 

¶ expert advice, guidance and support for embedding climate change into the curriculum from Nursery to College 

levels, and for Special Schools;  

¶ whole-school access to a creative, cross-curricular and extensive suite of Schemes of Work developed by teachers 

for teachers in the North East of England (regularly updated with new materials);  

¶ an ongoing programme of tailored professional development and sharing best practice;  

¶ opportunities to engage and showcase schools from local to international levels;  

¶ access to a wide variety of climate change related support networks across the public, private and voluntary sector;  

¶ opportunities to participate in ground-breaking affiliated CCSP projects (e.g. ‘Adaptation Challenge’, ‘Community 

Scientists’, ‘Boardroom vs. Classroom Challenge’, ‘AstraZeneca Science Teaching Trust’ CCSP development, 

international school partnerships, etc.  See www.climatechangeschools.org.uk for further details & Case Studies). 

To renew your place as a ‘Climate Change Lead School’ for 2011-2012, please review the range of exciting options 

ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ //{t Ψ{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ [ŜǾŜƭ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΩ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ www.climatechangeschools.org.uk including core, 

enhanced and bespoke offers, as well as special opportunities, too. 

Select the option(s) that your school would like to be involved in, and post 2 signed copies, no later than Friday 8th July, 
2011 to: 

Dr. Krista McKinzey 
Climate Change Schools Project Manager 
Science Learning Centre North East 
Durham University 
Front Street 
Pity Me, 
DURHAM 
DH1 5BZ 

 

http://www.climatechangeschools.org.uk/
http://www.climatechangeschools.org.uk/
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June/July Lead Schools CPD & SBP programme - don't forget to book your place!  (bookings for courses on 28th 

& 29th June close Tuesday 14th June; bookings for courses on 5th & 7th July close Friday 24th June) 

¶ Ψwƻȅŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅ ϧ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜΩ (applicable for PRIMARY SCHOOLS) 28th June from 1:30 to 4 pm at 
SLCNE (followed by SBP meeting until 5:45 pm):  An interactive session which helps primary teachers delve further 
into practical ways of teaching climate change science, including ‘living in a greenhouse’, and how to find out more 
about climate change using ‘clues from the past’.  Delivered by Dr. Dorothy Warren, Science Education Consultant.  
Dorothy has been involved in science education for many years, as a teacher herself and also as a Science Education 
Consultant.  She’s been Senior Science Adviser for North Yorkshire County Council and has been involved with 
Learning Skills for Science.  Dorothy has also been a contributor to the Royal Society of Chemistry’s publications, 
including RSC Climate Change (on which this course is based).   

¶ Ψ/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ /ƻŎƻƴǳǘ {ƘŜƭƭΩ (applicable for ALL SCHOOLS) 29th June from 1:30 to 4 pm at SLCNE (followed by 
SBP meeting until 5:45 pm):  Back by popular demand - an interactive session exploring some of the myths and 
confusion surrounding climate change, as well as practical advice as to how to most effectively communicate about 
climate change.  Delivered by Dr. Dave Reay, Senior Lecturer in Carbon Management at the University of 
Edinburgh.  Dave is also regular speaker at conferences, to government, at festivals and public events, writes for the 
newspapers and has been a guest on numerous television and radio programmes.  Dave has also authored several 
well-received books including: Climate Change Begins at Home - Life on the Two-way Street of Global Warming and 
Your Planet Needs You! A Kid's Guide to Going Green.   Delegates will receive a FREE copy of Dave book Your Planet 
Needs You!   

¶ Ψ[ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘŀƴƎŜΩ (applicable for SECONDARY SCHOOLS)  5th July from 1:30 to 4 pm at Newcastle University 
(followed by SBP meeting until 5:45 pm):  An interactive session exploring the key agents of past, present and future 
climate change with particular reference to the glaciation and post-glacial history of NE England.  Delivered by Dr. 
Dave Roberts, Senior Lecturer in Geography, Durham University and Dr. Dave Passmore, Senior Lecturer in 
Geography, Newcastle University. Based in the Department of Geography at Durham, Dave Roberts is a member of 
Durham's Quaternary Environmental Change Group and Sea Level Research Unit and has a long record of research 
and teaching in the fields of glacial geomorphology and ice-sheet dynamics. He has worked extensively in Greenland 
and the UK, and has recently overseen the completion of a 4 yr project investigating the ice sheet history of the 
Durham coast. Dave Passmore is based in Newcastle's School of Geography, Politics and Sociology and has research 
and teaching interests in the geomorphology, flood history and archaeology of Quaternary and post-glacial river 
valley environments in the UK and Europe. 

¶ ‘Royal SocƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅ ϧ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜΩ (applicable for SECONDARY SCHOOLS & 6th FORM teachers) 7th July* 
from 1:30 to 4 pm at SLCNE (followed by SBP meeting until 5:45 pm):  An interactive session helping Secondary & 6th 
form teachers to explore practical ways of teaching  palaeoclimatology and ice core chemistry, as well as 
incorporating ‘How Scientists Work’ into the programme.  Delivered by Dr. Dorothy Warren, Science Education 
Consultant.  Dorothy has been involved in science education for many years, as a teacher herself and also as a 
Science Education Consultant.  She’s been Senior Science Adviser for North Yorkshire County Council and has been 
involved with Learning Skills for Science.  Dorothy has also been a contributor to the Royal Society of Chemistry’s 
publications, including RSC Climate Change (on which this course is based).  {ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ 
{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ bƻǊǘƘ 9ŀǎǘΩǎ Ψw{/ ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴ-ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΦ  *(Please note 
CHANGE of VENUE for 7th July course, as was being held at Captain Cook Birthplace Museum, now at SLCNE) 

To book, please ring Nicola Hall on 0191 370 6200 and adviser her of: 
(1)   your contact details 
(2)  any dietary requirements (for afternoon tea!)   
(3)  if you are staying on for the SBP meeting until 5:45 pm 
 
 

http://www.macmillanscience.com/0230007546.asp
http://video.stv.tv/bc/entertainment-thehour-20090617-dr-david-reay-climate-change/
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How to Contribute 
 

        

 

1st July 2011 is the closing date for your contributions to the next newsletter.   

Please email Harriet Thew on harriet.thew@durham.ac.uk to submit: 

¶ ‘Stories from You!’ (A snapshot of your recent Lead Schools achievements) 

¶ ‘Student’s Corner’ (an inspiring and thoughtful commentary from 1 of your Lead Schools students) 

¶ ‘Most Popular’ (anecdotes of particular activities undertaken from different CCSP Modules would be most 
welcomed!) 

¶ ‘Upcoming Events’ (if you’d like to draw attention to any climate change related events in your school or Local 
Authority a month in advance, these may also be included). 

To find out more about the Climate Change Schools Project, please contact Dr. Krista McKinzey, Climate Change Schools 
Project Manager, Science Learning Centre North East on krista.mckinzey@durham.ac.uk  

mailto:harriet.thew@durham.ac.uk
mailto:krista.mckinzey@durham.ac.uk

