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Breaking News… 

 

Climate Change 

Schools Project 

scoops prestigious 

national award  
On 21st March, the Climate 
Change Schools Project 
won National Climate 
Week’s inaugural ‘Best 
Educational Initiative’, 
beating high calibre 
competition from other 
finalists around the 
country.  Krista and Harriet 
(pictured above with 
Martin Lawrence from EDF 
Energy who sponsored the 
Best Educational Initiative 
category), collected the 
award at the launch of 
Climate Week at Lancaster 
House in London. Krista 
said: "We are absolutely 
thrilled to have won this 
award and the recognition 
that it brings.  It is 
testament to all of those 
involved in the CCSP, from 
project staff, partners, 
supporters, and especially 
to the Climate Change 
Lead Schools, teachers and 
pupils.” 
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Edmondsley Primary, Jarrow School, 
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Anne’s and Bill Quay Primary Schools. 
 

Student’s Corner 
Scott M, Yr 7 student from Dr. 
Thomlinson’s CoE Middle School, 
assesses his individual carbon footprint. 
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This month, we feature the brilliant 
North East project: Schools Against 
Waste. 
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and awareness. 
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The project has developed 
a network of schools who 
are working hard to put 
climate change at the 
heart of the curriculum 
and turn young people 
across North East England 
into ‘everyday experts' on 
climate change. Pupils 
aged from five to eighteen 
not only learn about 
climate change but also 
team up with councils, 
businesses, community 
groups and meteorologists 
to take action ranging 
from energy audits to 
flood risk assessments, 
tree planting and theatre 
performances. Since the 
project started there has 
been a massive 50,000 
hours of pupil-led 
activities. 
 
Kevin Steele, chief 
executive of National 
Climate Week said: "The 
Climate Change Schools 
Project is highly effective 
and has engaged many 
young people and 
teachers.  We liked the 
fact that the project has 
the potential to be spread 
to other areas." 
 
 

Stories from You 
‘National Climate Week’ 21st March – 25th March 2011 - Karen Charlton, Vice Principal, 
Bothal Middle School of the Ashington Learning Partnership Trust (Ashington) 

 
We decided to devote the whole week in 
school to issues surrounding Climate 
Change. Each subject area for all year 
groups studied an aspect of Climate 
Change.    
 
The week was led by Geography teacher 
Caroline Balsdon who was inspired by the 
CCSP’s Volcanoes & Climate Change talk 
last term.  Teachers planned their lessons 

to look at climate change from a variety of different angles. In science, children have 
considered deforestation and decided to plant trees, investigated effects of greenhouses 
gases on atmospheric temperatures and the effect of acidity on coral reefs. 
 
In art lessons, horrified by the ‘Pacific Garbage Patch’, children have produced their own 

artwork in the style of artist Maggie Hamblin. Technology and Art teacher Neil Daly said 

“The children have shown by their art work that they have understood how the Garbage 

Patch forms and the damage it causes.”  Following a visit to Graphite Resources at 

Derwanthaugh Eco Park, Yr 8 children are taking part in a competition, seeking ways of 

solving a real problem in school by designing a product with recycled resources. They 

will be presenting their designs at a Trade Fair later this year. 

In ICT, the children found maps showing human world population density. They used this 

to consider how energy usage had increased and was continuing to increase. PE helped 

to illustrate this by calculating for how long a team of pupils would have to skip to switch 

a light bulb on in the gym and keep it switched on.  Kelly McDougal PE teacher said: “The 

children realised how much energy they waste by leaving lights on unnecessarily and 

have promised to switch them off in future.” 

To end the week, children took home a ‘pledge’ to encourage their parents and 

extended families to promise to make a change at home that will impact positively on 

the climate, such as switching off lights and standby buttons, walking more and using the 

car less. The children have also measured how far they could walk in 5 minutes with a 

view to encouraging more walking amongst pupils and the wider community.  On Friday, 

children from Bothal and Hirst Park Middle schools came together with ‘Mutual 

Inspiration’ to learn the skills of Native American philosophy for discussing big issues. 

Principal Mr. A. Roberts said that he was delighted at the positive response of the pupils 

to all lessons this week and is certain they have a deeper understanding of the impact of 

human activity on Climate Change and what they as individuals can do to positively help 

the world’s Climate. We are also looked forward to sharing our deep learning with MP 

Ian Lavery visited the school on Friday morning. 
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‘Climate Change Week’ 31st January, 2011 - Kim Ross, Teacher, St Francis of Assisi Primary School (Stockton) 
 

As we are part of the Climate Change Schools Project’s Global Dimension 

work, we themed our week around water. All year groups took part in our 

Climate Change Week in January. We focussed on 3 main areas: drought, 

flooding and conservation.    

We did some research into global and localised flooding (Ghana and 

Cumbria) and wrote poems about the people living in these areas.  We 

thought about how we could defend ourselves and our homes from 

flooding, looked at houses on stilts and floating gardens. In D.T the children 

designed and then made houses on stilts - we later tested them by flooding 

them with 4 litres of water (only 2 survived). 

We discussed in some detail human rights, especially the right to have water. We read through the Rights of the Child 

booklets and made some ‘Right to clean water’ posters. This work led on to looking at charities such as Water Aid who 

try to restore this human right. 

The Y5s completed some research into soil absorbency and the best trees/plants to soak up ground water. At the end of 

the week they planted trees that we were given from the Woodland Trust. 

The Y6s designed a project to get the school some water butts to water the raised beds. They wrote letters to Tesco and 

the local council asking for help with the implementation and the funding of the water butt system.  

Both year groups made posters for around school reminding people to conserve water. 

We also looked into how far some people need to travel to get water.  We went on a water hunt throughout school and 

we talked about the habitats of polar bears and how the ice is melting. We also looked at some local habitats and 

invited Amanda Martin from RSPB Saltholme into our school.  

 
‘Fair Trade Fashion Show’ - Alex Glover, Teacher, St Cuthbert’s RC Primary School (Stockton) 

As part of National Climate Week, we had a fashion show and a big clothes 

swap. The children were focusing on the Reuse and Reduce parts of our Eco 

Code: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.  The children brought in clothes they no 

longer wanted to swap with each other.  Some of these clothes were shown 

in the fashion show to promote awareness of Eco/Climate Change issues and 

Unicef Day for Change. During the fashion show, children from Yr 6 showed 

PowerPoints on climate change and what we can do to tackle it.  Our parents 

and local community were invited, and we raised £130! 
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‘Productive Planet Protectors’ -Lynne Sixsmith, Deputy Headteacher, St Anne’s CofE Primary School (Bishop Auckland) 

Another extremely busy ‘green’ term at St Anne’s began with an exciting 

visit from Emma of the School Carbon Reduction Programme, who  spent 

two thoroughly worthwhile hours advising the Planet Protectors group 

about the ways in which the school could save energy, and how to 

develop a school Energy Policy, which has since been accepted by the 

Governing body. At Emma’s final session, the eco team presented an 

assembly to the whole school community, including several visitors from 

outside agencies. The boys used their PowerPoint to present the facts, 

while the girls designed the invitations and the publicity, wrote and acted 

out a play and sang their own lyrics to a popular song from ‘Grease.’  

The assembly launched several weeks of activities throughout the school under a similar theme, leading up to Earth 

Hour, spent devising a storyline for an animated film, which will be produced in the last week of term, starring our 

adopted eco hero, Eddie Energy.  

Other highpoints have included tree planting at Lowburn Hall, a successful coffee afternoon to promote Fairtrade 

Fortnight, the development of the Key Stage 1 garden, alongside the acquisition of the new allotment plot for our older 

pupils and to cap it all, an invitation to present our project as finalists at the Environment Awards at the Centre for Life. 

All in all, a very productive term for our Planet Protectors team! 

 

‘Gibside Pupils Reduce and Reuse’ - Val Charlton, Teacher, Autism Base, Humanities Co-ordinator (Gibside School) 
 

Amidst plans to develop a playground for the Early Years children, we sent out an S.O.S. 

to our council gardening team and thankfully they saved a young tree and have 

replanted it elsewhere in our grounds.  The gardening team then extended their 

kindness to installing a water butt so that we can begin to REUSE rain water to help our 

vegetables flourish, ready to sell in the school summer fair.  

 Always preparing ahead means that we have also begun to REUSE twigs and cans to 

make houses to attract ladybirds and we hope they will be a successful fund raising 

item too.  

After a recent ‘energy walkabout’, staff have reviewed the heavy use of washing 

machines and tumble driers and we are going to REDUCE the use of tumble driers in the 

warmer weather, dry clothing in the hydro pool room overnight and hang clothes 

outside. The school council are to survey children to promote the use of travelling in 

wheelchairs and walking to local venues in the summer and REDUCE the use of our 

school minibuses. The benefits are obvious: healthier lifestyles and REDUCE pollution. 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Climate Change  
Lead Schools Newsletter 

p5 

‘Edmondsley Primary School win the Sustainable Schools Prize at the Chronicle’s Environment Awards’ - Rose 

Fletcher, Geography, RE and Able Children Co-ordinator, Edmondsley Primary (County Durham) 

 

Everyone at Edmondsley Primary School was delighted to accept 

the Sustainable School prize at the 2011 Chronicle Environment 

Awards as well as being finalists in the Climate Change category. 

Judges were impressed that the children are encouraged to respect 

their environment from day one as the school offers many outdoor 

play and investigative opportunities from early years onwards. The 

school has been described as a "national role model" for its 

everyday teaching of sustainability, climate change and biodiversity. 

Children at Edmondsley are also aware of worldwide issues and have been researching the recent Japanese Earthquake 

and its aftermath. All children and their families are encouraged to 'act local, think global' and make small everyday 

changes that can have a positive impact on the world. Children wowed the audience at the awards with a special version 

of ‘We’ve got the Whole World in Our Hands’. Phil Scott, Head of Environmental Services of category sponsors North 

Tyneside Council, said Edmondsley’s submission was “absolutely fantastic”. 

The school’s path development and adaptation project has continued to interest and entertain the children, most 

recently providing relevant inspiration for Year 1 DT and maths lessons. In Year 5/6, the first steps towards achieving the 

John Muir Award inspired a new pond and wildlife area initiative which has so far resulted in winning second prize in a 

garden pond competition.   

 

The whole school enjoyed our ‘Climate Change Awareness Week’, 21st - 24th  

March, which involved a range of visitors working with all classes on a range 

of themes including Water, Recycling, Upcycling and Climate Change Risk 

Assessment. This year, following a whole school appeal, we are delighted to 

have engaged the support of an enthusiastic group of parents who have 

offered to work with groups of children on wormeries, upcycling, recycling, 

bird watching, gardening, and related art and craft activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/north-east-news/campaigns-and-events/environment-awards/##
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‘Earth Hour - The Big Switch Off’ - Paul Taylor, teacher, Ox Close Primary School (Spennymoor) 
 

On Friday 25th March, between 2 and 3pm, pupils at Ox Close Primary School 

participated in Earth Hour by turning off all the lights and other electrical 

items in school.  Teacher, Paul Taylor said:   

“The children seemed to enjoy working in the dark and were proud to be 

associated with such a worthy cause.” 

Earth Hour is organized by WWF and has almost 5 million supporters and a 

global network in over 100 countries/territories, together our actions add up. 

This year the Earth Hour team have been urging us all to go beyond the hour, 

so after the lights go back on; think about what else you can do to make a difference. www.earthhour.org 

 

‘National Climate Week Challenge, South Tyneside’ – Mrs. Stonehouse, Science Co-ordinator and Hope Richardson 

Year 8 Pupil, Jarrow School (Jarrow) 

  

Nationwide businesses, charities, schools, councils and other organisations ran 

events during National Climate Week to help solve the problem of climate 

change. Jarrow School took part in an event supported by South Tyneside 

Council, South Tyneside Homes, Groundwork South Tyneside & Newcastle and 

Tesco.  

Seventeen students took part in the challenge to combat climate change, ‘Save 

the Planet, Save Pounds’.  Jarrow Team 1, were shortlisted by judges for their ‘Hydro-Smile’ innovation.  Team members 

were K Lea, R Bailey, A Wilson, H Skelton, H Richardson and D Meek.   Their idea was to install hydrogen boilers into 

domestic homes, using solar power as an initial power source to run the boiler as well as a car.  

Students had 2 hours to assemble their idea before presenting it to a panel of 

judges.  It was an interesting day, with team orientated challenges and a lot of 

hard work which started at 8 am. 

With comments from the Director of Investment, South Tyneside Homes ‘fantastic 

innovative solution’, and an ‘ultimate climate change aid’ from Councillor Jim 

Foreman, it was well deserved that Jarrow School were 2011 Runner Up Winners. 

Well done everyone! 

 

 

 

http://www.earthhour.org/
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‘KEVI Update’ – Victoria Najafi, Student Voice, Leadership and Enrichment Co-ordinator, King Edward VI School 
(Morpeth) 

The King Edward VI School Does the Double! 

The King Edward VI School is delighted to have won both the Climate Change 
Category, as well as Overall Winners at this year’s Chronicle Environment 
Awards at the Centre for Life on 28th February. The school’s Student Voice and 
Leadership Programme continues to take centre stage, as students drive climate 
change education across the whole school and beyond, via its innovative ‘KEVI 
Sustainability for the Future Programme’. Student Voice, Leadership & 
Enrichment Co-ordinator, Victoria Najafi, attended the ceremony with Student 

Voice Ambassadors Kate Charlton and Rachel Johnson. The King Edward VI School is thoroughly enjoying its second year 
working with the Climate Change Schools Project. 

The King Edward VI School Celebrates National Climate Week with 
Dr.Thomlinson & Chantry Middle Schools 

On Tuesday 22nd March, Northumberland middle schools came together to share 

and enjoy National Climate Week at The King Edward VI School. The theme of the 

day was flooding linked to Climate Change: certainly an issue close to peoples’ 

hearts after the worst floods in Morpeth and Rothbury’s history in September 

2008. Students enjoyed a workshop led by the Northumberland Fire and Rescue 

Team and were given the fantastic opportunity of trying on life jackets and 

climbing inside a rescue vehicle Sixth Form student Peter Booth also thoroughly 

enjoyed modelling rescue equipment for our younger visitors!  

Year 11 student Daniel Glass led a workshop planting vegetables and designing miniature flood resilient gardens, and 

students helped professional willow-weaver Ruth Thompson to create fantastic sculptures on one of the lawns at KEVI. 

Geography Student Subject Leaders Rachel Johnson and Ben Carvin and Student Voice Ambassador Kate Charlton 

helped the younger students to design flood disaster kits using modelling clay. At the end of the day, winners for the 

best miniature garden, best willow-weaver and best flood kit were announced from each school.  The King Edward VI 

School was delighted to have also welcomed Dr Krista McKinzey and Harriet Thew from the Climate Change Schools 

Project, as well as Sarah McCrea from the Environment Agency. 

KEVI’s Carbon Tiptoes Leave Their Mark Photograph taken by Northern Architecture. 

Members of the Climate Change student  group the ‘Carbon Tiptoes’ have been working on a 

special project linked to saving energy in one of the oldest buildings in the school: ‘West 

Cottingwood House’. Students have been collating data from the energy meter in the building 

for several weeks and have been working closely with Sara Cooper from Northern Architecture 

to develop a business plan to save energy. Led by year 9 student Jessica McKenzie, the group 

presented their findings and ideas at County Hall in Morpeth on 21st March during National 

Climate Week, in front of Robin Casson, Director of Children, Schools and Families for Northumberland, as well as 

county councillors. In addition to Jessica, congratulations to Year 9 students:  Honoria Brown, Jenny Savage, Ellie Main, 

Keziah Gilbert and Tilly Gormely who have ensured that The King Edward VI School will receive funding to make our 

students’ excellent energy-saving ideas a reality. 
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‘Geography in Action’ - Mrs. Smith, Sustainability and Geography Coordinator, Dr Thomlinson CofE Middle School 

(Rothbury) 

During National Climate Week, two sixth-form students from the King Edward VI High School in Morpeth came to teach 

our Year 5 pupils about the causes and effects of climate change.  This 

enthusiastic teaching involved a drama during which blankets were used to 

represent the heat-trapping properties of greenhouse gases, such as carbon 

dioxide, methane and water vapour. 

On Monday 21st March, thirty-three pupils took part in the 'One Day' Climate 

Challenge to kick start National Climate Week 2011. At 9 am an e-mail was sent 

to the school detailing the nature of the challenge, the pupils then had until 2 

pm to work in teams of 4-6 to come up with an idea, presented on two A4 

sheets of paper. The teams then presented their entries to a judging panel of Mrs. Cape (Headteacher), Mrs. Smith 

(Sustainability and Geography Coordinator) and a class of Year 6 pupils. The challenge was to come up with a green idea 

to make or to save money. Ideas included: a house powered by a giant hamster wheel, an eco dome, a wind-powered 

car, a new concept charity shop, a green eco-hospital network (not the NHS but the EHS), a hydrogen powered car and a 

house powered on mini water turbines placed inside the mains water pipes! 

‘Dr Who visits Gateshead - Adaptation Challenge Open Afternoon’ – St. Anne’s and Bill Quay Primary Schools 

Pupils from St. Anne's Catholic Primary School and Bill Quay Primary School 

took to the stage on 14th February in a special performance about how to 

adapt to our changing climate. The play takes Dr. Who on a journey to the 

future where he sees how changing weather patterns have affected North 

East England.  The performance took place at St. Anne's Catholic Primary 

School during a special open afternoon, held as part of the Climate Change 

Schools Project’s Adaptation Challenge. 

 Representatives from the local business community and from Gateshead Council were invited, and the Deputy Mayor 

of Gateshead attended. The open afternoon also included an adaptation quiz and creative workshops, where guests had 

a go at designing sun hats to protect themselves from projected rising summer temperatures and heat-waves, and took 

part in building wind shelters to prepare for winds and gales. The two schools are already working together with their 

local communities and with support from local businesses. St. Anne's has developed a garden containing Mediterranean 

plants and shrubs to show children the kinds of plants which could grow here if temperatures continue to rise. Bill Quay 

children have been encouraging rare varieties of insects and butterflies affected by climate change to breed in their 

garden. Both schools are now aiming to encourage Gateshead Council to develop a climate change 'garden of the 

future' in a public green space. 

Kathryn Leonard, Headteacher at St. Anne's, said: "Being part of the 'Adaptation Challenge' has had a massive impact on 

our whole school community and the children's understanding of the need to adapt to the effects of climate change.” 

The 'Adaptation Challenge' is funded through the Local Levy raised by the Northumbria Regional Flood Defence 

Committee via the Environment Agency, and ClimateNE, the regional climate change partnership, via Defra. 
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Student’s Corner 
MY SOCIAL PRACTICE ON THE THEME OF LOW CARBON, Scott M., Year 7, Dr. Thomlinson CoE Middle School 

Consumption of fossil fuels such as coal, oil and gas, releases greenhouse gases. Modern lifestyles greatly increase the 

rate of this pollution, but high carbon living is not sustainable and it is damaging to the planet. We all need to look at 

our social practice to assess our individual carbon footprint. 

I live in a rural area where the nearest city is 35 miles away; however, we do try to reduce driving to only when it is 

necessary. I walk to school every day and when I go to high school, which will be too far to walk (15miles), I shall be 

using public transport. It is very difficult to reduce the amount of driving we do as both my parents work. We do have 

two cars but they are both reasonably fuel-efficient. Car trips are kept to a minimum, e.g. food shopping is generally 

done once a week at the end of the working day, not as an additional trip and if we need additional items, we go to the 

local shop on foot. We only buy food that we need and have no wastage in any given week. 

A lot of carbon is emitted in the manufacture of consumer goods.  Shops encourage people to buy more than they need. 

Fashion clothing shops sell seasonal wear based on the “latest colours/styles” increasing consumerism. My family and I 

buy practical clothes as and when they are needed rather than responding to fashion and we rarely buy household 

items or electronic goods. 

Our house is well insulated and we monitor how much gas and electricity we use on a weekly basis and produce a graph 

to see whether action is needed or not. We keep our heating relatively low and if we are cold we just put a jumper on 

instead of turning up the temperature. We don’t heat rooms we don’t need and reduce our heat level in lesser used 

rooms. Recently we changed to energy saving light bulbs. When not in use we don’t leave our electrical appliances on 

standby but turn them completely off. When my Mum cooks meals, she uses a steamer, pressure cooker or microwave 

to reduce fuel consumption.  

The family’s hobbies and interests are generally not fuel-demanding. We enjoy mountaineering, camping, cycling, 

canoeing and playing musical instruments. When going on holiday we usually don’t travel by plane but we do 

sometimes drive long distances. Taking the car enables us to travel with our camping gear. Camping is significantly more 

energy efficient than other forms of accommodation; it is also much more fun.  

At my school there is time in the curriculum set aside annually for each year group to learn about environmental issues, 

because the school is taking part in the Climate Change Schools Project. We also have many green extra-curricular 

opportunities; students are responsible for paper recycling and our 'Green Team', to do activities such as; litter picking, 

bulb planting, poster campaigns, composting, using energy monitors and building renewable energy lanterns. Our 

school also holds special events such as a 'Sustainability Week' (when we worked with an architect to build a straw-bale 

house on the school field!) and the annual 'Green Day' (last year we had a green careers fair and green fashion show.). 

My school is always looking to be more sustainable and had hoped to install a wind turbine, but as it is in a very 

beautiful and historic area, planning regulations prevent this. The head teacher, Mrs Cape, has been investigating 

running pipes under the playing field to heat the school via a ground source heat source pump, as the school is currently 

heated very inefficiently by oil. The school is about to install an energy monitor with a large digital display screen in the 

reception area. This equipment was provided by a government initiative and hopefully its real-time display will get 

pupils, staff and visitors really looking for ways to reduce the school's energy consumption, and perhaps continuing 

these good habits in their own homes. 
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Student Correspondent 
National Climate Week (21-27th March) – Tesco’s or the Foo Fighters? 

Climate week is a national occasion for everyone across the UK who wants to do their bit to 

protect our planet and create a secure future.  It was hoped that by highlighting positive steps that 

have already been taken in workplaces and communities across Britain, that these examples 

would have inspired many more into trying to combat the event of climate change.  So what 

happened?! 

Due to current events, the coverage of the first ever National Climate week has understandably 

taken a back seat.   A huge earthquake, graphic videos of a tsunami, military action in Libya and a budget have taken up 

most of the news. However, with such a large (and controversial?) company like Tesco involved with Climate 

week, you would expect that there would still have been good media coverage.  But there wasnôt, despite the 

dedication and hard work of  the Climate Week team.  

In the past, bands such as the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Foo Fighters have shown support for raising awareness of 

Climate Change, with both performing as part of Live Earth in 2007 all over the globe. Where were they for the first ever 

National Climate Week? If we had got these bands as well as others involved then maybe we would have known more 

about the events and more people would be inspired to act. 

Most of the activities organised as part of Climate Week have been fairly local and therefore low key.  Similarly, Red 

Nose Day wasn’t very obvious either this year.  A lot of effort has been made by a few who are keen to do something.  

Anything. (As Tesco’s say ‘every little helps’) - This highlights how important it is for us to keep acting positively on 

climate change throughout the rest of the year, too.  However, to compete with world news and motivate a generation 

into action we need our heroes to be visible.  As David Grohl from the Foo Fighters said ‘It’s times like these we learn to 

live again’. Maybe we should book him next year instead of Tesco’s? 

Opportunity to be our Student Correspondent for 2011-12 
 

In September 2011, Shannon will be heading off to University, leaving us with a vacancy for a new Climate Change 

Schools Project Correspondent. This opportunity is open to your Key Stage 4 pupils and above.  

To be considered, pupils should write a 300 word (max) thought-provoking article on the topic of: World Environment 

Day and Climate Change by Friday 17th June. Entries will be judged by Durham University and members of the Climate 

Change Schools Project Steering group.  Please send one entry per school to: 

Harriet Thew 

Climate Change Schools Project Officer 

Science Learning Centre North East, Durham University 

Front Street, Pity Me, Durham 

DH1 5BZ 

 

Our Climate Change Schools Project Correspondent for 2011- 2012 will be announced at the Climate Change Schools 

Project and ClimateNE Celebration Event on 15th July at Newcastle’s Centre for Life. 
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Most Popular 
 

Schools against Waste 

Schools against Waste offers free online courses for all schools in the North 

East. The courses cover two major subjects: waste and purchasing; and energy 

and water reduction. There are four different versions of each course which 

cover the 4 key stages; the fourth key stage is suitable for teaching and non 

teaching staff.  The courses have being coordinated by the North East 

Improvement and Efficiency Partnership in partnership with the Region’s 

twelve local authorities. 

The Online Courses:  

The courses use a dynamic mix of interactive activities, video clips, games, text and assessments to make the course 

extensive, exciting and informative. The course has been approved by the NCFE and anyone completing a course will 

receive a certificate of completion. It is ideal for schools undertaking environmental awards such as Eco Schools, who 

are looking to raise sustainability in the school, wanting to save money or looking for practical advice or looking at these 

issues in class. The courses are designed for individual learners or to be undertaken as a group.  

1). Waste and Purchasing:  This course focuses on waste, purchasing, litter and fly tip issues. This includes waste 

collection, management and sorting, reuse, recycling, waste prevention; food waste and how waste impacts on the 

environment, locally, nationally and globally. There are also practical tips on recycling, waste reduction and composting 

for in the school and in the home. 

2) Energy and Water:  This course covers how to reduce energy and water in the school and in the home by looking at 

the environmental impacts of energy and water usage and the issues associated with carbon reduction and climate 

change. There is also a focus on new technologies. 

Careers Advice:  This gives advice and signposts user to useful information and organisations who may be able to help 

those who are interested in pursuing a relevant career or want to gain practical experience. 

How to Sign Up for a Course:  

Step 1 – Go to www.schoolsagainstwaste.co.uk 

Step 2 – Click the “Sign Up!” button at top of page. 

Step 3 – Each student must create an account with their email address. 

Step 4 – Click on the course you want, and get started 

Should you require any further details please do not hesitate to contact:  

Ben Grant, Project Officer: 

T: 07554 333679 
E:  ben.grant@northeastcouncils.gov.uk 
 

https://webmail.northumberland.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=9e622852904447d39b6d40a8ac03188e&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.schoolsagainstwaste.co.uk
mailto:ben.grant@northeastcouncils.gov.uk
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Extra Resources 
The Open Air Laboratories (OPAL) Climate Survey    www.opalexplorenature.org/OPALClimateCentre 
 

 
The OPAL Climate Survey is an exciting national experiment 

launching in March 2011 that everyone can take part in. 

You can help to investigate ways in which we affect the 

climate and how the climate may affect us. The more people 

that get involved the more valuable that OPAL’s research will 

become.    

The OPAL climate survey is being run by the Met Office and consists of four simple activities: 

Activity 1 - Contrails in the Sky 
By looking for contrails in the sky and reporting your results online, you will help scientists to test the accuracy of existing 
computer models that tell us where contrails should be. 
 
Activities 2 and 3 - Measuring the Wind 
These activities explore how wind at cloud height can be different from what we experience at ground level. 
 
Activity 4 - How the Weather Affects Us 
Climate change is predicted to result in milder winters and hotter summers across the UK, but how will this affect us? 
 
Download the instructions and guides from:   www.opalexplorenature.org/climatesurvey  
 
Submit your results online and view other people’s results from around the country. 
 

 

MetLink The Education Portal of the Royal Meteorological Society – teaching resources for weather and climate  
 

The Royal Meteorological Society provides teachers, students, 
meteorologists and the general public with information about teaching 
weather and climate, teacher development, climate change and 
accreditation. 
 

 Their new website has useful materials for teachers to use in the classroom, including curriculum links, experiments, 
careers information and information about how the weather works.  Resources are available for students from Key 
Stage 1 to A-Level. 
 
On this site you will find teaching materials including PowerPoint presentations and lesson plans, curriculum links, 
information about school and junior membership and how to book a ‘Meteorology Ambassador’ to come and talk to 
your class. 
 
www.metlink.org/weather-climate-resources-teachers.html 
 

http://www.opalexplorenature.org/OPALClimateCentre
http://www.metlink.org/weather-climate-resources-teachers.html
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Sky Rainforest Rescue Challenge   

The Sky Rainforest Rescue Schools Challenge gets your whole 

school involved in practical action to save the rainforest.  It is an 

educational programme designed for upper primary and lower 

secondary school students. It takes students on a journey of 

discovery through the rainforests, and helps them come up with a plan of action to make their schools more rainforest 

friendly. 

All primary or secondary schools in the UK or Ireland are eligible. The Challenge is designed for ages 8-14. Any registered 

member of staff can sign up their school.  You will bring together a team of Explorers to lead a Challenge in your school. 

They'll choose a name and an icon for their profile, and a Challenge topic to pursue from the following: 

The Food We Eat  

The Stuff We Buy  

The Energy We Use  

It takes about 10-12 weeks to complete a Challenge topic with a team of 5-10 explorers. (Your school can have up to 3 

teams which can include school staff, parents and community members). 

There’s also an opportunity to win some great prizes. 

For more information and to register go to:  www.skyrainforestrescueschoolschallenge.org 

 
 
 
Stuffed - A new Food for Life Partnership website for secondary schools  

 
Stuffed sets out debates about the future of food, for 
you to explore the issues surrounding how our food is 
produced and what impact this is having on our 
environment, society and animal welfare. Each debate 
has resources (relevant articles, weblinks and 
information) that will confirm or challenge your 

understanding about the impact of our current food production and consumption.  
 
The debate pages of Stuffed have been set up for independent research for Key Stage Four students.  They also have 
pages for teachers which contain structured lesson plans around cheap food, does climate change mean we need to 
change what we eat and the impact of peak oil on our food:  
 
www.stuffedonline.org  
 

 

http://www.skyrainforestrescueschoolschallenge.org/
http://www.stuffedonline.org/
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‘My 2050’ from DECC  
 
DECC (The Department of Energy and Climate Change) have released My 

2050: an online modelling tool which puts you in control of energy 

generation and usage for the year 2050 in a bid to avoid dangerous 

climate change.  In order to help avoid the most dangerous impacts of 

climate change, scientists propose that the UK should reduce carbon 

emissions to 20% or less of 1990 levels by the year 2050.  The model 

allows players to create different scenarios of how we produce and 

consume our energy, and shows how far each of these changes will go towards reaching UK government targets of 

reducing carbon emissions...while keeping the lights on! This is a fun, interactive, visual way of demonstrating the 

challenges we are facing and exploring what a low carbon UK might look like: http://my2050.decc.gov.uk 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Climate Change Schools Project and ClimateNE Celebration – 
Friday 15th July 2011, Discovery Museum (Newcastle) 
 

 

We warmly welcome you to celebrate the achievements of all of the 2010-11 Climate Change Lead Schools at the 

Discovery Museum in Newcastle on Friday 15th July, 2011.  Please come along for registration and refreshments at 9 am 

for a 9.30 am start. The event will run until approximately 3 pm.  

The celebration will give all of our Lead Schools the opportunity to share ideas and experiences with each other, and 

also with local businesses and other organisations, as we will be running the event in conjunction with ClimateNE.  

To Book your Place: 

Climate Change Lead Schools: 1 teacher and 3 students from your school are invited to attend. To book: please 

complete your booking form (which you should have received via email) and return it to Harriet by post no later than 8th 

April 2011 (Please note that places at this event are limited to 50 schools and will be allocated on a first-come, first-

served basis). Entry is FREE - however, schools that book a place and do not turn up on the day will be charged £50 to 

cover the cost of the allocated school’s places. 

 

http://my2050.decc.gov.uk/
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International Year of Forests 2011  

The United Nations General Assembly has declared 2011 as the International Year of Forests to 

raise awareness of sustainable management and conservation of all types of forest.  The website 

contains information regarding events being organised throughout the International Year as well 

as interactive web tools and resources to promote dialogue on forests:  

www.un.org/en/events/iyof2011/  

 

 

International Day for World Biodiversity 22nd May  

As part of the International Year of Forests the theme for the International Day for Biodiversity Diversity (IDB) in 2011 is 

Forest Biodiversity.  For more information please go to: www.cbd.int/idb  

To celebrate and to raise awareness of International Year of Forestry, 

Global Dimension have produced a list of internet-based educational 

resources relating to forestry from the UK and beyond.  

 

Check it out at:  www.globaldimension.org.uk/index.aspx?id=2046  
 

Earth Day 22nd April  

On 22nd April 2011, Earth Day will be celebrated all around the world 

to inspire awareness of and appreciation for the Earth's environment.  

For over 40 years, Earth Day has inspired and mobilized individuals 

and organizations worldwide to demonstrate their commitment to 

environmental protection and sustainability.  This year, the theme for 

Earth Hour is the world's largest environmental advocacy and service project or ‘A Billion Acts of Green’.  Pledge your 

Act of Green and read about what others are doing around the world by visiting: www.earthday.org/earth-day-2011  

 

World Fair Trade Day 14th May  

World Fair Trade Day 2011 has the theme ‘TRADE FOR PEOPLE – Fair Trade your world’ 

the theme encompasses the strong belief in the need to put people and the environment 

at the heart of trade and consumption.  

The World Fair Trade Organization (WFTO) is the global network of Fair Trade 

Organizations around the planet. It represents more than 450 Fair Trade Organizations 

from 73 countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America, Europe, North America and Pacific. WFTO 

is the global network and advocate for Fair Trade, ensuring producer voices are heard. 

For information on how you can get involved go to: www.worldfairtradeday10.org  

 

http://www.un.org/en/events/iyof2011/
http://www.cbd.int/idb
http://www.globaldimension.org.uk/index.aspx?id=2046
http://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2011
http://www.worldfairtradeday10.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Climate Change  
Lead Schools Newsletter 

p16 

How to Contribute 
 

        

 

2Oth May 2011 is the closing date for your contributions to the next newsletter.   

Please email Harriet Thew on harriet.thew@durham.ac.uk to submit: 

•‘Stories from You!’ (A snapshot of your recent Lead Schools achievements) 

• ‘Student’s Corner’ (an inspiring and thoughtful commentary from 1 of your Lead Schools students) 

• ‘Most Popular’ (anecdotes of particular activities undertaken from different CCSP Modules would be most welcomed!) 

• ‘Upcoming Events’ (if you’d like to draw attention to any climate change related events in your school or Local 
Authority a month in advance, these may also be included). 

 

To find out more about the Climate Change Schools Project please contact Dr. Krista McKinzey, Climate Change Schools 
Project Manager, Science Learning Centre North East on krista.mckinzey@durham.ac.uk  

mailto:harriet.thew@durham.ac.uk
mailto:krista.mckinzey@durham.ac.uk

